
 
 

December 7, 2020 
 
 
President-Elect Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
Dear President Elect Biden, 
 
 On behalf of Americans for Free Trade and Farmers for Free Trade, we congratulate you 
on your election as the next President of the United States. As you have discussed, the first 100 
days of your presidency will focus on battling COVID-19 and ensuring continued economic 
recovery from the ongoing pandemic. U.S. businesses stand ready to work with you on achieving 
these critical goals.  
 

Our coalition represents every part of the U.S. economy including manufacturers, farmers 
and agribusinesses, retailers, technology companies, service suppliers, natural gas and oil 
companies, powersports manufacturers, importers, exporters, and other supply chain 
stakeholders. Collectively, we support tens of millions of American jobs through our vast supply 
chains.   
 

As you and your team develop your plan, we strongly encourage the early review of how 
current U.S. trade policy and actions are adversely impacting our economy, particularly as it 
works to sustain a recovery from COVID-19. As a result of the current trade war against China 
and our other trading partners, U.S. businesses and consumers have paid over $68 billion in 
tariffs, which are taxes. Other countries do not pay these tariffs. 

 
We all agree that our trading partners must live up to their commitments. However, the 

current Section 301 China tariffs and Section 232 steel/aluminum tariffs have been a blunt 
instrument, imposing undue costs on U.S. employers and families. Similarly, the US-EU large 
civil aircraft dispute at the WTO is ripe for a negotiated settlement that eliminates tariffs on both 
sides. Tariffs have increased costs for U.S. manufacturers, who rely on imported inputs and 
components for production at home, and for importers, whose businesses rely on finished 
consumer goods.  U.S. farmers and agribusiness have been the subject of retaliatory actions and 
have thus seen sales and exports evaporate. And U.S. consumers and working families have 
borne increased costs for household items they rely on every day.  

 
As the United States grapples with a raging pandemic, it should not have to bear these 

increased costs and economic harm any further. The tariffs continue to hamper pandemic 
response and recovery efforts and limit the ability of U.S. companies to invest in their businesses 
and people. 

 
The future of our trade policy must not be a go it alone approach. We must work with our 

allies to address the systemic issues with China, which was the stated reason why the trade war 



 
 

was launched. Our allies will only support our efforts to address China’s unfair trading practices 
if we resolve ongoing disputes and remove those tariffs. In the medium-term, developing new 
ways to ensure a level playing in our trade and economic relationship with China is critical. But, 
the China challenge will not be resolved in a short period of time and in the meantime U.S. 
businesses are bearing a multi-billion dollar burden paying over $68 billion to date in tariffs as a 
result of the trade war. Finding a way to remove the tariffs while creating an effective new, 
multilaterally-supported approach to China trade issues would provide an immediate economic 
boost to U.S. companies, especially small and medium sized companies. 

 
We look forward to working with you and your transition team as you develop your first 

100 days strategy and a future trade strategy. 
 
Sincerely, 
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